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Kids in War Zone Impacted By 
Your Support of MIWC Music Camp 

What You Did For Children In Donbas 
When MIWC was asked to help make a summer sleep away music camp a reality in the war-torn 
area of Donbas, Ukraine, organizers expected at most 65–70 children. 

In this part of Eastern Ukraine, which saw the first Russian troops invade in 2014, seeing tanks on 
patrol is a daily occurrence. 

Living conditions are tough. Fear and uncertainty prey daily on the minds of residents. 

It was not a given that young people would even be willing to venture out and away from home to 
come to camp. 
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Turns out, 90 children and teenagers were. 

We drew on your support and love for children 
and music to make it an unforgettable week as 
we invested your funding into local camp 
organizers who were extremely well prepared for 
the camp. 

Even when their biggest class had 25 teenagers 
and the wait for guitar class spilled into the 
hallway, the local hosts managed the large group 
with ease. 

What The Kids Did
At the beginning, the leaders of the camp were unsure 
how much the kids would really pick up in a week – could 
any of them really learn to play something on an 
instrument in just six short days? 
MIWC's Ukraine Director Vitaliy Bolgar said, 

"I told them that we have been praying about this and 
that God will help us. You can’t believe the joy on the 
last day, when several of the groups performed on the 
violin and guitar, and when they sang. You had to see it! 
Thank you for your many prayers! 

What God Did
Thank you for lifting the campers and leaders up to the Lord in prayer. Bolgar said each day when 
they watched tanks driving by the campground, it was a striking reminder that they needed to be 
continuously in prayer contact with God. 

Many of the kids who came to camp were not believers in Jesus, and had many spiritual 
questions, especially at prayer time. By the end of the week, 10 teenagers made the decision 
that they believe in Jesus Christ. We praise God for the Holy Spirit working in their hearts and 
for your prayers along the way. 

Through the unsettling political and military 
situation in Donbas, God provided an important 
opportunity to witness about Christ. On the last 
day of camp, the group traveled to an outreach 
ministry about 10 miles from Donetsk. The church 
there was small so the service moved outside to 
accommodate the large numbers. After the 
service campers handed out packages of food 
that they had prepared ahead of time. 

To bring the experience of music camp to even more 

children next year, you can support the ministry by 

heading to our web site, www.miwc.org/support. 



MIWC Contacts: 

President 
Steve Benham/sbenham@miwc.org 

Operations Director  
Kris Benham/kbenham@miwc.org 

Communications Director  
Kristy Kauffman/kkauffman@miwc.org 

Find us on social media: 

facebook.com/MusicInWorldCultures 
twitter.com/MusicInWorldCul 

instagram.com/musicinworldcultures 

Visit our web site for more 
www.miwc.org

mailto:Benham/sbenham@miwc.org
mailto:Benham/kbenham@miwc.org
mailto:Kauffman/kkauffman@miwc.org
http://twitter.com/MusicInWorldCul
http://instagram.com/musicinworldcultures
http://www.miwc.org
mailto:Benham/sbenham@miwc.org
mailto:Benham/kbenham@miwc.org
mailto:Kauffman/kkauffman@miwc.org
http://twitter.com/MusicInWorldCul
http://instagram.com/musicinworldcultures
http://www.miwc.org

